Bobby Jindal

Governor of Louisiana

Post Office Box 94004

Baton Rouge

LA 70804-9004

USA

January 2012
Dear Governor,

Please allow me to express my concern about Christie Cheramie, who was sentenced to life imprisonment without the possibility of parole in 1994. She was 16 years old at the time. Imposing such a sentence on a minor violates international law.

Christie was convicted of second degree murder in the killing of her 18-year old fiancé's great aunt. She maintains her fiancé carried this out. She pleaded guilty for fear of being sentenced to death. This plea now prevents her from directly appealing against her conviction. 

I call on you, as the Governor of Louisiana to grant clemency to Christi Cheramie. 

I urge you to take all necessary steps to ensure the enactment of state legislation that retroactively eliminates the sentence of life without parole for any crime committed by a person under the age of 18. 

I am confident of your good will and sense of justice.

Yours sincerely,
